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it sufficiently clear that they are monotheists, with an historic and politic attachment to a Neo-Platonic conception of the Olympian system. Nevertheless, Augustine's career coincides with the downfall of the old religion, and it is interesting to study his attitude towards it in the successive phases of its disappearance.
We left the old Roman religion, a few chapters back, severely stricken by the laws of Gratian and the influence of St. Ambrose.    When Augustine left Rome  the national  cult seemed to be breaking up rapidly.    Praetextatus was dead, and Symmachus   had withdrawn from   the   struggle. In the east Theodosius was putting decree after decree in the hands of the bishops and the monks, the ready executors of the imperial will.    In 381, 383, 385, 391, and 392 laws were passed against the priests and the adherents of the old religion, and armies of fanatical monks wandered over the provinces,   leaving   mounds   of   smoking   ruins where the   piety of their  fathers had  gathered the wealth and the art of the world.    The great temple of Serapis at Alexandria  fell  before. an ignorant mob, led by Bishop Theophilus, in 389. In Syria   the finest temples were laid in ruins. Arcadius continued the work of Theodosius ; in.i-:;!)   «|hj'r.l '  In
